In response to the many facets of corruption, many scholars have produced interdisciplinary research from both the theoretical and empirical perspective. This paper provides a comprehensive state-of-the-art survey of existing literature on corruption, utilizing these interdisciplinary insights. Specifically, we shed light on corruption research including insights from, among others, the fields of economics, psychology, and criminology. Our systematic discussion of the antecedents and effects of corruption at the micro, meso, and macro level allows us to capture the big picture of not only what drives corrupt behavior, but also its substantial ramifications.
Introduction
Over the last decades, research on corruption-especially on the economic assessments and detrimental effects of its antecedents and detrimental effects has accelerated and corruption has become an established focal point on political agendas. Swelling media coverage, the inception of anti-corruption institutions and anti-corruption laws, and the availability of both micro and macro data has facilitated the visibility of corruption and its adverse effects. Consequently, today's increasingly sensitized society has put pressure on governmental bodies to put this topic on the agenda of politicians to find means and ways to fight the spread of corruption. Now more than ever, scholars have a better understanding of the mechanism of corruption due to the availability of better data giving rise to more eclectic measures.
Corruption is considered one of the biggest threats to humanity in both developing and developed countries because it distorts economic growth, 1 lowers foreign direct investment, 2 and decreases productivity on a firm level due to inefficient allocations of contracts. 3 Corruption also impedes the general societal and economic environment because it reduces voluntary contributions to public goods, 4 increases inequality, 5 facilitates emigration of highly skilled people ("brain drain"), 6 and creates inefficiencies in the sport sector. 7 Research also indicates that corruption rattles a community's public perception, triggers an atrophy of general and political trust, provides an incubator for general crime, dilutes societal norms and values, and distorts both competition and innovation. 8 Interestingly, certain forms of corruption, such as bribing a foreign official, were often viewed as legal and common practice in many countries until the late 1990s. 9 These considerations not only show the economic drawbacks, but also highlight ethical implications on how society as a whole is affected by corruption.
In a recent report, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) tried to measure and describe international corruption cases that have been unveiled since the introduction of the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention in 1999. 10 The OECD's findings indicate that forty-three percent of the total cases evaluated involved the bribing of public officials from countries ranked either high or very high in terms of human development status.
More than half of the infringements were committed by-or at the very least committed with the knowledge of-the management level or higher. The OECD also found that governmental corporations-corporations either owned or controlled by the state-were involved in more than one quarter of all affairs, while public officials were involved in almost another quarter.
Shockingly, the total sum of money used for bribing amounted to almost eleven percent of the overall transaction volume that was connected to the analyzed infringements. 11 These figures indicate that corrupt behavior entails a moral component. "The common good of any society consists not only in its material possessions but in its shared ideals. When these ideals are betrayed, as they are betrayed when bribery is practiced, the common good, intangible though it be, suffers injury." 12 Still, it is important to stress that the moral conflict of corrupt behavior is subject to the underlying environment and cannot be assessed purely from the perspective of its economic or societal harm. What is assumed to be moral and along the lines of acceptable 10 In what follows, Section 2 provides a brief summary of the historical development of corruption. In Section 3, we first discuss the facets of corruption subdivided into an "internal world"-rational choice and behavioral factors, a "meso world"-sociological and criminological determinants, and an "external world"-economic, legal, political, historical, and geographical factors.
Applying such an interdisciplinary strategy is essential to construct a wellrounded explanation for corrupt behavior. We conclude in Part 4.
History of Corruption and Corruption Research
In the past, several institutions and regulations were introduced to strengthen the international fight against corruption. 
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Internal World-Rational Choice and Behavioral Perspective
The internal world represents a micro perspective that highlights the individual's intrinsic willingness to actively engage in acts of corruption. This aspect comprises purely rational behavior and behavior beyond this clear-cut rationale. Here, light will be shed on aspects that exclusively target the individual perspective. This represents a precise methodological difference in comparison to the aggregate levels that will be analyzed in subsequent sections.
We deem it important to include these different perspectives to allow for a well-rounded discussion of the antecedents and effects of corruption. For this purpose, we will start with a pure actor-based perspective and then gradually move towards an aggregate perspective. Yet, more often than not, individual behavior goes beyond clear-cut rational decision-making but is bounded in terms of to what extent decisions are thoroughly elaborated. 28 As described before, the pure rational choice approach leaves no room for moral quarrels that may influence the calculus, although real life experience proves morals highly relevant. Yet, morals differ not only from society to society but also on an individual level and even from one situation to another-especially if factors such as emotions are considered. Essentially, a combination of all these aspects is needed to reach a well-elaborated internal view. Thus, in recent years, the behavioral approach, which enriches the rational perspective with the inclusion of psychological aspects and biases, has been incorporated into models trying to better explain deviant behavior in general and corrupt behavior in particular. It has been argued that even a rational decision-maker might end up engaging in seemingly irrational behavior that is guided by more than just a rational calculus, but rather is a function of the underlying environment. This stream of literature has extended the decision space of the so-called "homo oeconomicus" by incorporating factors such as reciprocity, emotions, social image, and the like to draw a more realistic picture of human behavior. 29 Clearly, the growing body of approaches represent an addition rather than substitution of the rational choice approach.
Arguably, pure rational choice concerns are incapable of explaining the de facto extent of existing corruption. Lambsdorff argues that the rational choice theory brings about two seemingly conflicting outcomes, one with and one without existing corruption. On the one hand, one should observe corruption more frequently as it is the case since-at least in the absence of norms, values, and the like-criminal behavior is solely driven by rational calculus. 30 On the other hand, because bribery is not a subgame perfect Nash equilibrium, its actual occurrence might already be surprising. In one-shot bribery settings, as is usually the case, reputation does not play any role, suggesting that the bribee has no incentive to reciprocate the behavior of the briber. Consequently, the briber anticipates the bribee's deviant behavior- In sum, the many factors comprising the internal world can be seen as the essential pillars in explaining corrupt behavior. Research indicates, however, that the decision to behave in a corrupt manner is not driven solely by internal factors. Instead, it is the interplay with the social environment that impacts or overrides the internal world. The social nature of humans promotes the consideration of peer group affiliation and reputation, deeming it unlikely that behavior in general-and unethical behavior in particular-is purely self-driven. We now turn to the discussion of meso and macro factors that add to the understanding of corrupt decision-making and build upon the internal world.
Meso World-Sociological and Criminological Factors
The meso world focuses on social interaction. It is plausible to assume that, beyond the intrinsic willingness, different components like typical values, rules, and norms within a given society have a strong impact on a person's decision on whether or not to act corruptly. There are many sociological factors and criminological aspects as well as theories that can influence the level of corrupt behavior.
Sociological Factors
The general culture within a given country can have a significant impact on destination countries experience deterioration in institutional quality and an increase in corruption levels in the short run. But they also find that migrants eventually assimilate to the new environment in the medium run. 39 Aside from the cultural aspects, research also points at the relevance of education in mediating the inclination towards corrupt behavior. Education typically intensifies in the process of economic development within a given country and contributes to lower levels of corruption. 40 A study conducted in
Nepal indicates that education is one of the primary determinants of corrupt behavior. Higher education is strongly correlated with the likeliness to condemn corrupt behavior and the reluctance to accept even small bribes. 41 Research also indicates that the composition of gender in leading positions mediates the extent of corruption. 42 evaluations. 44 Typically, women tend to obey society rules and are less likely to take serious risks and therefore less often commit to corruption. 45
Criminological Factors
From a criminological perspective, corruption is at the center of general crime and it facilitates the pervasiveness of the crime. 46 The criminological view on deviant behavior is interdisciplinary in itself. In particular, there is a strong interdependence between the sociological factors and criminology, because aspects like culture and education have an effect on general crime rates and therefore on the level of corruption. The incorporation of rational decision-making also represents an evident link to the internal world. 47 Sutherland and Cressey brought forward the differential association theory, concluding that criminal behavior is commonly learned and adopted in interaction with other people. 48 homes are not only factors favoring the commitment to criminal activity, but they also increase the probability that people will socialize with persons of similar character. This theory is widely supported by empirical research that focuses on social learning for both criminal and conforming behavior. 49 At the same time, social learning is not only restricted to small neighborhoods or certain areas, but also entails an aggregate perspective on the societal level. The strain theory, first established by Merton in 1938-a time when the most widely accepted hypothesis attributed criminal behavior to biological disposition-highlights the relevance of social structures and social pressure in the occurrence of criminal behavior. 50 Whenever individuals feel they are being treated unfairly by the society-e.g., restricted access to good schooling-they encounter a stressful situation, which in turn taxes one's self-control. 51 This theory suggests that under these circumstances, people may tend to reverse the goals set by society and create their own goals conflicting with existing norms and values. They are likely to believe that the means justify the ends, which is conducive to their decision to engage in criminal activities. 52 The basic strain theory, however, has been altered over time, eventually leading to a more generalized theory. 
External World-Economic, Legal, Political, Historical, and Geographical
Factors
The external world includes all other elements representing extrinsic opportunities that directly or indirectly have an influence on corruption. Among others, these are economic, legal, political, historical, and geographical factors.
Economic Factors
Existing research points at a broad range of economic factors relevant to the extent of corruption. For example, the overall quality of the government in a given country is a well-studied determinant. "Poor governance may affect economic performance through their impact on tax revenue, public spending, and fiscal deficit." 59 Inefficient bureaucracy fuels corruption because it provides a fertile ground for "speed money." Such a mechanism is designed to circumvent impeding regulatory bodies, which represent the major ingredient of the greasing the wheels hypothesis described in Section B. In the context of firm entry in highly regulated countries, Dreher and Gassebner analyzed more than forty countries for several years, concluding that the 59 Vito Tanzi, Governance, Corruption, and Public Finance: An Overview, in GOVERNANCE, CORRUPTION, AND PUBLIC FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 1 (Salvatore Schiavo-Campo ed., 1999).
greasing the wheels hypothesis holds even today. 60 The more inefficient regulations are, the longer the delays for companies being able to start their business. In consequence, such inefficiency, coupled with the risk of losing money and business, trigger their decision to make use of speed money. 61 Whenever the extent and bureaucracy of each public official's decision power are high, people may use their power for personal gain at the cost of general welfare. 62 Research also indicates the relevance of economic and political freedom.
Whenever a country inhabits characteristics such as high protectionism and other significant barriers to trade, corruption appears to breed, 63 whereas countries with a prolonged history of openness to trade are typically characterized by lower levels of corruption. 64 Cross-country comparisons indicate that the extent of economic and political freedom is negatively correlated with corruption levels. 65 Along these lines, a country's economic growth as measured by the increase in the gross domestic product (GDP) per capita has been found to have a traceable impact on a country's corruption level. 66 For example, Bai et al. analyzed annual firm data from Vietnam and found that corruption will subside automatically after several years of extensive economic growth. 67 Generally speaking, "corruption vanishes as countries get rich, and there is a transition from poverty to honesty." 68
Legal and Political Factors
Institutions play an important role in both ensuring a sound legal environment and facilitating the companies' business. They set "the rules of the game in a society or, more formally, are the humanly devised constraints that shape human interaction." 69 Whenever an imbalance of power exists, parties are likely to abuse the system and engage in deviant behavior that is detrimental to the society. Typically, weak institutions are responsible for ineffi-cient regulations and the loss of trust on the side of the citizens. Well-functioning institutions therefore represent important factors in the fight against corruption. 70 Political institutions are indispensable in the fight against corruption because they set the rules and regulations that control the economic environment.
Key conditions such as trade openness, competition, and economic development are all influenced by the set of rules imposed by political institutions.
Here, transparency and accountability are key in moderating the public officials' inclination to engage in fraudulent behavior, which is likely to be the case under freedom of speech and democratic elections. Lederman et al. find
that "corruption tends to decrease systematically with democracy, parliamentary systems, democratic stability, and freedom of press." 71 Research also points to the relevance of institutional decentralization. Autonomy of states and the ability to enforce this power seems to go hand in hand with breeding corruption. 72 In a cross-national study, Gerring and find a positive relationship between fiscal decentralization and corruption using indices on a cross-country level. 74 
Historical and Geographical Factors
Existing research suggests that historical and geographical factors are highly predictive of a country's corruption level. 75 One distinct determinant is a country's history of colonization. For example, Acemoglu et al. found that, throughout the past five hundred years, colonization had sizable effects on the spread of corruption.
Civilizations in Meso-America, the Andes, India, and Southeast Asia were richer than those located in North America, Australia, New Zealand, or the southern cone of Latin America. The intervention of Europe reversed this pattern. This is a first-order fact, both for understanding economic and political development over the past 500 years, and for evaluating various theories of long-run development. 76 Treisman finds support for this argument and argues that the effect of colonization is mediated by the influence of religion. 77 The geographical disposition appears to have a traceable effect on corrup- 
Interdisciplinary Perspective and Empirical Findings
Combining the factors and different views that have been elaborated throughout this paper, a deeper understanding and intuitive understanding for the figure presented at the beginning of Section C should now be established.
In this section, and throughout this Article, we do not attempt to weigh one approach against the other. Rather, we try to provide a comprehensive view At an individual level, the rational-self reaches the decision to behave corruptly by simply weighing the expected costs against the expected benefits.
In addition, the psychological assessment supports this decision because one observes peer behavior of the same kind, thus triggering behavioral conformity. The decision to engage in deviant behavior, however, might go against the norms, values, and moral virtues one was raised with, which could trigger the consideration of long-term consequences such behavior might have in terms of social welfare. Therefore, although corrupt behavior seems to be perfectly rational and justifiable from a pure self-maximization perspective, a more deliberate assessment of the consequences might lead to a different 
Conclusion
Research on the antecedents and effects of corruption has undergone a profound development over the last decades. Studies using theoretical, empirical, and experimental approaches have broadened our understanding of corruption, helping to develop meaningful countermeasures. In this paper, we shed light on the interdisciplinary discussion of corruption at the micro, meso, and macro level, providing ample evidence that corrupt behavior is not only the result of an internal cost-benefit analysis, but is rather a function of the underlying social and economic environment. For this reason, a multidisciplinary approach is required to understand the complex nature of corruption.
Research indicates that corrupt behavior is driven by a multitude of different mechanisms that have their origin at both the individual and the collective level. Moreover, while the decision to engage in corrupt behavior is the result of a deliberative decision-as opposed to an impulsive one when it comes to general acts of crime-there are many conflicting mechanisms at play.
Throughout this paper, we have claimed that pure rational choice theories do not sufficiently explain the occurrence, or the lack, of corruption. Using game-theoretic predictions, one would expect corruption to not exist at all or to be observed everywhere. Instead, we observe both corrupt and honest people, and empirical research also points to substantial heterogeneity across, and even within, countries. The inception of more reliable measures of corruption has stimulated a broad variety of research trying to explain the mechanisms of corruption going beyond clear-cut rational decision-making.
Rather, in reaching a decision, research has emphasized the importance of bounded rationality; the inherent values and norms one person has been raised with, as well as the institutional and political environment.
In this paper, we focused on discussion of state-of-the-art literature on corruption as well as bridging the gap between different theories and approaches to the understanding of what really drives corrupt behavior beyond rational decision-making. One aspect that we highlighted throughout the different sections of our interdisciplinary approach is the relevance and influence of moral and ethical considerations on corrupt behavior. As mentioned in the limitations of the internal world, rational choice approaches neglect this aspect entirely and insufficiently explain the non-occurrence of corruption. Adding the consideration of ethical aspects allows us to draw a more balanced picture of the drivers of corruption.
Throughout this paper, we have argued that more than through simple costbenefit heuristics, individuals are driven by moral and ethical concerns, which are shaped by, and are independent from, the economic, legal, and political environment in which they live. The consideration of moral aspects
